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Bhubaneswar: Khandagiri police arrested two drug 
peddlers and seized 18 gm brown sugar from them. Police 
arrested accused accused SK Zahir and Bablu Khan near 
Sijua and seized the contraband from their possession.

2 held for selling 
brown sugar

RISKY JOB 
Workers building the structures of Phase-2 corridor of the Chennai Metro Rail  near Kathipara flyover on Sunday |  MARTIN LOUIS

State to approach 
CZA for approving 
tiger safari DPR
S U D A R S A N  M A H A R A N A 

@ Bhubaneswar

WITH the Supreme Court (SC) 
recently ruling that tiger safa-
ris will be allowed on non-for-
est or degraded forest land in 
buffer areas, the state govern-
ment has decided to reap-
proach the Central Zoo Au-
thority (CZA) seeking approval 
of  its master plan for estab-
lishment of  world’s first mela-
nistic tiger safari project at 
Manchabandha reserve forest 
near Baripada. 

A senior wildlife official told 
TNIE that the detailed project 
report (DPR) and master plan 
for the project is pending with 
the expert group on zoo design 
at CZA. “However, after the 
apex court verdict, we will 
now approach the committee 
of  the CZA to consider the 
master plan submitted for es-
tablishment of  the proposed 
melanistic tiger safari,” he 
said. 

He said considering the rul-
ing of  the SC, if  any changes 
are suggested by the commit-
tee in the master plan, the 
same will be complied with. 

The Supreme Court in its 
verdict last month had empha-
sised that tiger safari has to be 
in consonance with the 2019 
rules of  National Tiger Con-
servation Authority (NTCA) 
and ruled that the same shall 
be established on ‘non-forest 
land’ or ‘degraded forest land’ 
in buffer areas provided that 
is not part of  a tiger corridor. 

Besides, the apex court has 
also clarified that tiger safari 
shall be allowed only in asso-
ciation with a full-fledged res-
cue and rehabilitation centre 
for tigers where conflict ani-
mals, injured animals or aban-
doned animals are housed. 

The proposal of  the melan-
istic tiger safari in Baripada 
was placed before 110th meet-
ing of  expert group of  zoo de-
sign of  CZA in March 2024 
which recommended it to the 
technical committee of  CZA. 
The committee gave recom-
mendation on several short-
comings, following which a 

three-member NTCA team vis-
ited the Manchabandha site 
and analysed the feasabliity 
and location with respect to 
the existing rules and regula-
tions. In July 2024, the propos-
al was recommended by NTCA 
to CZA, after which the mela-
nistic tiger safari DPR along 
with a master plan was sub-
mitted in August 2024, sources 
said. 

The melanistic tiger safari 
has been planned to be estab-
lished in the Manchabandha 
reserve forest area adjoining 
NH-18 of  Baripada town in 
Mayurbhanj district for which 
the Forest department has 
earmarked a 150 hectare patch 
of  land. Around 40 to 50 hec-
tare will be reserved as display 
area, while the remaining land 
has been proposed to be uti-
lised for creation of  veterinary 
care facilities including a res-
cue centre, staff  infrastruc-
ture and visitors’ amenities 
among others.

The state government had 
initially planned to release six 
tigers, four melanistic and two 
white tigers in the safari of  
which, three melanistic tigers 
along with two white tigers of  
the same lineage have been 
planned to be brought from 
Nandankanan Zoo. Another 
melanistic tiger, unfit for re-
wilding had been proposed to 
be brought from Ranchi as 
part of  an agreement between 
the Odisha and Jharkhand 
governments.

The melanistic tiger safari 
has been planned to be 
established in the 
Manchabandha reserve 
forest area adjoining NH-18 
of Baripada town in 
Mayurbhanj district

Forest dept official

E X P R E S S  R E A D

Sports festival organised at Xavier’s Play School in Cuttack

BHUBANESWAR: The annual sports festival of 
Alamchand Bazar Xavier’s Play School was held 
on Saturday. As many as 35 students 
participated in competitions held at the school 
playground. Games were also conducted for the 
parents. School principal Anasuya Acharya, 
teachers Kumari Madhulika and Sonalisa Singh 
and assistant Rakhi Sahu conducted the festival.

Energy 
conservation 
a national 
duty: Dy CM
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E 

@ Bhubaneswar

DEPUTY chief  minis-
ter Kanak Vardhan 
Singh Deo on Sunday 
emphasised the need to 
adopt energy conserva-
tion not merely as a 
habit but as a national 
duty. 

Addressing a func-
tion on the occasion of  
National Energy Con-
servation Day at Lok 
S ev a  B h aw a n ,  h e 
stressed the need for 
proper electrical earth-
ing in every household 
to prevent electricity 
accidents and wide im-
plementation of  smart-
meters, which has the 
potential to reduce en-
ergy losses.

Principal secretary, 
Energy, Vishal Kumar
Dev said, “We should fo-
cus on energy conser-
vation while adding ca-
pacity for more energy 
generation to meet the 
increasing demand.”

Director of  Centre for 
Environmental Studies, 
K Murugesan urged the 
teachers to promote in-
novative thinking and 
ideas among the stu-
dents regarding energy 
conservation.

The deputy chief  
minister honoured the 
winners of  the state-
level quiz competition 
with Odisha State En-
erg y Conservation 
Awards (OSECA). More 
than 2.5 lakh students 
had participated in the 
competition at block 
and district-level.

Actor Dileep case: Survivor says not 
everyone treated equally before law  
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E  @ Kochi

NEARLY a week after the trial 
court acquitted actor Dileep in 
the 2017 abduction and sexual 
assault case, actor Bhavana, the 
survivor, broke her silence on 
Sunday expressing anguish and 
questioning whether the law de-
livers equal justice.

In an emotional Instagram 
post, she wrote, “After years of  
pain, tears, and emotional strug-
gle, I have come to a painful re-
alization: not every citizen in 
this country is treated equally 
before the law.” 

She said the verdict made her 
realise how strongly human 
judgment can shape decisions, 
and that the experience has 
shaken her faith. However, she 
acknowledged that “every court 
does not function in the same 

way”. Stating that the verdict 
did not surprise her, she listed 
out the reasons why she lost 
faith in the trial court.   

Shortly after the post ap-
peared on social media, actor 
Manju Warrier, former wife of  
Dileep, said the survivor was yet 
to get complete justice, and 
the architect of  the hei-
nous crime still walks 
free. In a social media 
post, Manju said, “I 
have utmost respect for 
the honourable court. 
But in this case, justice for 
the survivor is still incomplete. 
Only those who committed the 
crime have been punished. The 
mind that planned and enabled 
the heinous act, whoever that is, 
still walks free, and that is ter-
rifying.” Justice will be com-
plete only when everyone be-

h i n d  t h e  c r i m e  i s  h e l d 
accountable, she added. 

Bhavana began her post with 
the date December 12, 2025. “Af-
ter 8 years, 9 months and 23 days, 
I finally saw a small ray of  light 
at the end of  a very long and 
painful journey. Six of  the ac-

cused have been convicted, 
and for that, I am GRATE-
FUL!!” she said. 

The verdict might 
have surprised many, 
but not her, the survivor 

said. “As early as 2020, I 
began to feel that some-

thing was not right. Even the 
prosecution noticed changes in 
the way the case was being han-
dled, especially when it came to 
one particular accused,” she 
said. 

(The survivor is named with 
her permission) 

Prior police permission made mandatory for wedding procession
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E  @ Cuttack

THE Cuttack police have made 
prior permission mandatory for 
organising wedding proces-
sions, especially those with 
bands or loudspeakers. 

The move came after many 
wedding processions were no-
ticed to be held without police 
permission, in violation of  the 
rules and creating serious in-

convenience for the people.
DCP Khilari Rishikesh Dn-

yandeo said that people plan-
ning marriage processions must 
apply for a licence through on-
line and offline mode. Appli-
cants are required to submit a 
detailed set of  documents on 
www.cpbbsrctc.odisha.gov.in 
and follow a fixed online approv-
al process under the Odisha Ur-
ban Police Act.

According to the information 
shared by the police, applicants 
must submit the original book-
ing copy of  the registered band 
or sound system, booking copy 
of  venue, mandap/hotel, book-
ing receipt of  two private secu-
rity guards during the proces-
sion, electricity bill if  venue is 
in house, scanned copies of  the 
invitation card and an indem-
nity bond executed at notary on 

non-judicial stamp paper worth 
`100. 

The invitation card of  the 
bride and copy of  identity proof  
are also required to be submit-
ted particularly when the cere-
mony is held at a private 
residence.

Additional clearances are 
mandatory depending on the 
venue. Land no-objection certifi-
cates from local authorities such 

as the CMC, CDA, R&B depart-
ment or the tehsildar is also re-
quired if  government land is 
involved. Further, NOCs from 
the Fire department and TP-
CODL, are also required for elec-
trical safety and the R&B depart-
ment for stage or pandal. 
Applicants must register by us-
ing a valid 10-digit mobile 
number, through which updates 
will be communicated via SMS.

AP’S GSVA RISES TO 
`14.70 LAKH CRORE
S  G U R U  S R I K A N T H  @ Vijayawada

ANDHRA Pradesh’s economy 
has entered 2024-25 with re-
newed momentum. According 
to the latest RBI Handbook of  
Statistics, its Gross State Val-
ue Added (GSVA) has risen to 
`14.70 lakh crore, up from 
`13.16 lakh crore in 2023-24, a 
robust 11.7 per cent year-on-
year expansion, well above the 
national nominal GDP growth 
of  around 8.9 per cent.

The medium-ter m 
trajectory is even more 
striking. AP’s GSVA 
has increased from 
`7.25 lakh crore in 
2017-18 to `14.70 lakh 
crore in 2024-25, effec-
tively doubling the 
size of  the economy 
in eight years, a 103 
per cent expansion at 
current prices. The 
compound annual 
growth rate over this 
period is approxi-
mately 10.7%, com-
fortably above the na-
tional average.

A comparison be-
tween the last full 
year of  the previous 
regime (2023-24) and 
the first year of  the 
current regime (2024-25) shows
a clear acceleration. AP added 
`1.54 lakh crore to its econom-
ic output in a single year, a 
sharper increase than previ-
ously estimated, supported by 
stronger performance in man-
ufacturing, construction, in-
dustry, and financial services.

Manufacturing has shown a 
steady improvement, even if  
its growth remains more mod-
erate than in high-performing 

States such as Tamil Nadu and 
Karnataka. The broader in-
dustry sector, comprising 
manufacturing, mining, elec-
tricity and construction, ex-
panded from `3.19 lakh crore 
to ̀ 3.40 lakh crore, registering 
6.4 per cent growth at current 
prices. This indicates that 
AP’s industrial recovery is 
gaining firmness, supported 
by a stabilising manufactur-
ing base, and improving activ-

ity across allied sectors.
Construction contin-

ues to be one of  AP’s 
strongest growth en-
gines. The sector’s 
GSVA increased from 
`1.10 lakh crore in 
2023-24 to `1.21 lakh 
crore in 2024-25, a sol-
id 10.2 per cent expan-
sion. Financial serv-
ices recorded one of  
the sharpest jumps 
among all sectors, ris-
ing from ̀ 41,171 crore 
in 2023-24 to `47,038 
crore in 2024-25 at 
constant prices, a 
strong 14.2 per cent 
growth rate. 

Over the past dec-
ade, the structural 
composition of  AP’s 
economy has shifted 

significantly. Agriculture, 
while still a foundational pil-
lar, now accounts for a smaller 
share of  total GSVA as serv-
ices and industry have ex-
panded more rapidly. The state 
has not moved away from agri-
culture,  absolute output re-
mains higher than in 2011-12, 
but its relative weight has de-
clined as labour and capital 
have gradually shifted toward 
higher-productivity sectors.

Construction 
continues to be 

one of AP’s 
strongest growth 

engines. The 
sector’s GSVA 

increased from 
`1.10 lakh crore in 
2023-24 to `1.21 

lakh crore in 2024-
25, a solid 10.2 per 

cent expansion

RBI report
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